Age-Incidence of Abdominal Emergencies Length Afghanistan, all the cases seen by Duke and Yar (1977) were in men. Shock was a prominent feature in Nepal, as in Kenya (Warambo 1971 (Andersen 1956 ). The mortality of 26% in Nepal is almost identical to that recently reported from India (Gulati et al 1973) . Gangrene is generally regarded as a grave complication of SBV, (although it did not affect the prognosis in Gulati's patients). In Nepal, the mortality increased to 44% in the presence of gangrenous bowel. If the fluid obtained from a diagnostic peritoneal tap is blood-stained the bowel is probably necrotic (Warambo 1971) and operation is 'mandatory' (Moretz and Morton 1950 Presumably secondary SBV arises when an adhesion at the apex of a loop of bowel provides a fulcrum about which the loop can twist, given the right combination of forces from the diaphragm, the abdominal wall muscles, and the weight of a food bolus.
In primary SBV the cause is not obvious. Duke and Yar (1977) pointed to the tenfold increase in incidence among Moslems in Afghanistan during Ramadan, as (Shepherd 1963 
